Housing, land, and property (HLP) rights, as rights, are widely recognized throughout international human rights and humanitarian law and provide a clear and consistent legal normative framework for developing better approaches to the HLP challenges faced by the United Nations and others seeking to build long-term peace. This book analyzes the ubiquitous HLP challenges present in all conflict and postconflict settings. It will bridge the worlds of the practitioner and the theorist by combining an overview of the international legal and policy frameworks on HLP rights with dozens of detailed case studies demonstrating country experiences from around the world. The book will be of particular interest to professors and students of international relations, law, human rights, and peace-and-conflict studies, but will have a wider readership among practitioners working for international institutions such as the UN and the World Bank, nongovernmental organizations, and national agencies in the developing world.
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Printed in the United States of America A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. Leckie, Scott. Conflict and housing, land, and property rights : a handbook on issues, frameworks, and solutions / Scott Leckie, Chris Huggins. The authors of this handbook have been active in the field of housing, land, and property (HLP) rights and conflict since the Balkan wars of the 1990s. Since that time, we have worked in a range of countries enduring or emerging from conflict, including Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Burma, Burundi, Cambodia, DR Congo, Georgia, Kenya, Kosovo, Nepal, Palestine/Israel, Rwanda, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Timor Leste, and elsewhere. Based on these field experiences and work by others throughout the growing field of HLP rights, we have prepared this book to provide a wider public with the lessons learned over the past two decades about how HLP rights issues are intimately linked with conflict in a multitude of ways.
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This handbook is designed to assist students, academics, field researchers and consultants, NGO advocates, UN officials, local and national government officials, and others to better grasp the wide spectrum of issues that comprise HLP rights within the context of conflict and postconflict peacebuilding.
The complexity of the issues involved and their invariably unique local manifestation and characteristics are core elements of HLP processes that have led to these issues often being placed outside the central causes, consequences, or cures of violent conflict. However, after decades of only peripheral attention by peacemakers and those engaged in acts of nation building and reconciliation following wars, in recent years, there has been a very discernible advance in the global seriousness accorded to HLP issues. This has resulted in a far greater understanding of how HLP abuses can lead to conflict, how the deprivation of HLP rights is an inevitable outcome of every violent conflict wherever it may occur, and, finally, how addressing and resolving HLP issues must form a key piece of the larger peacemaking and peacebuilding frameworks.
In putting together this book, we have reviewed hundreds of books, articles, reports, and media analyses of the vast array of HLP issues linked to conflict. Although we draw on many of these in the chapters that follow, we could only place excerpts of a small cross section of these within the book itself, though we have included a reasonably extensive bibliography at the end of each chapter for use by those seeking greater degrees of detail on the issues concerned.
We have designed the book to be user-friendly, thought provoking, and accessible. In addition to overviews of the key themes and excerpts from works on HLP rights, we have included questions for discussion and contemplation at the end of each chapter. Several practical exercises designed to promote creative, concrete, and solution-oriented thought for eventual practical application to real-life HLP challenges in the field are included as well.
We hope this book is useful to readers and that it at least partially answers the key questions concerning HLP rights and conflict. We would be very grateful to receive any comments or critiques that would make the book more readable, user-friendly, or comprehensive.
The editors are grateful to a wide range of people and institutions that helped bring this book to fruition. We would like to first thank the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, in particular Pietro Lazzeri, for providing the funding required to complete this work. We are also thankful to our publisher, Cambridge University Press, in particular John Berger who has been a solid supporter of work on HLP issues for several years.
We are humbled and honored to have been able to work with many extraordinary colleagues throughout the world, and for the wisdom and insights provided to us by the many victims of HLP abuses in conflict zones in Africa, Asia, and Europe with whom we have been fortunate enough to exchange experiences over the years. We acknowledge all of your unique contributions to our understanding of the HLP themes addressed in this book in indescribable ways. We are also deeply appreciative to all of the authors from whose various landmark works we were able to excerpt.
Special thanks are due to Dan Lewis of UN Habitat who is not only a great human being at the forefront of UN action in support of HLP rights, but someone who was also kind enough to prepare the excellent foreword to the book. Additional thanks are owed to Ezekiel Simperingham, who assisted greatly in bringing the book to fruition.
Finally, to Sheila and Siddhartha in Ottawa and Kirsten and Pali in Rye, we hope you know we couldn't have done it without you!
